
ISSUE 17 ~ JULY 2006

A TRAVEL NEWSLETTER COURTESY OF WORAWIA RESORT-VANUATU.COM

IN THIS ISSUE
• Celebrity Survivor in Vanuatu
• PROFIT in the Pacific 2006 in Vanuatu
• Fishing Records Tumble in Vanuatu
• New Caledonians Win in Vanuatu Swim
• Jackie Chan Joins UNWTO to 

Promote Tourism

Vanuatu is King of the Tribal Councils

ith Australia’s Channel
Seven network today
announcing the full cast

for its latest venture, Celebrity
Survivor, Vanuatu has become the
king of locations for the global
survivor concept.

Celebrity Survivor follows hot on the heels
of the French Survivor series which was
filmed in Vanuatu earlier this year and the
American Survivor - Series 9 from 2004.
Both Celebrity Survivor and the French
Survivor series – Koh Lanta, are scheduled
for airing later in the year. 

The Vanuatu Tourism Office’s Linda Kalpoi
stated “there are few places left on the

planet that provide the access and diversity
of landscape and strong living Tribal
culture content to make a survivor show
possible. Vanuatu is the in place at the
moment and as more people see what it
has to offer we think it will continue to
travel that way” The latest offering will be
hosted by Ian "Dicko" Dickson, best
known as the Judge on Australian Idol,
cast in the similar character to American
Idol’s Simon Cowell. Some well-known and
not so well-known faces will be pitted
against each other to battle the elements
in Vanuatu. Seven set the Survivor press
machine in motion last week announcing
pin-up girl Imogen Bailey, former ironman
Guy Leech and politician David Oldfield
and Gabrielle "The Pleasure Machine"
Richens as contestants. 

Today Seven announced the rest of the
cast which include former Home and
Away star Nicolle Dickson, Princess
Mary's bridesmaid Amber Petty, past
Wallabies vice-captain Elton Flatley and
world motorcycle champ Wayne Gardner.
The stars have entered their second week
at a secluded location in the heart of
Vanuatu where they were landed with
just the clothes on their back and one
item they couldn't live without. In a
better spirited outcome than other
survivor series, The winner of Celebrity
Survivor will have $100,000 donated to
the charity of their choice and each of
the other contestants will have $5,000
donated to their chosen charity. 

(Source: VTO Press Release 07/06/2006)
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The Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA),
Asia Pacific’s premier travel industry
association, and CDE/ PROINVEST, a
programme of the European Union charged
with promoting investment in the South
Pacific, have joined forces to bring PROFIT in
the PACIFIC to Vanuatu in 2006. 

The event will be held at the Le Lagon Resort on

November 29th to the 1st of December. PROFIT in the

PACIFIC delivers a unique platform for business and

investment opportunities to tourism entrepreneurs who

seek investment support for their projects and investor

enterprises from the EU and other countries. 

PROFIT in the PACIFIC features ‘one-to-one’ meetings

between prospective partners as well as a conference

programme addressing the most significant issues and

trends in Pacific tourism. For more information on this

event and opportunities click on the following link:

http://www.spto.org/spto/export/sites/spto/public/

profit_2006.shtml 

PROFIT in the Pacific
2006 - Le Lagon Resort,
Port Vila, Vanuatu

Jackie Chan Joins UNWTO
to Promote Tourism
Action film hero Jackie Chan has a new battle to win
as the World Tourism Organization’s (UNWTO) first
“Asia-Pacific Tourism Ambassador”. 
In his new role, Jackie Chan will help promote tourism as a means
of fighting poverty throughout the region. “I am really honoured
to receive this Asia-Pacific Tourism Ambassador award,” said the
actor. “I will do my best to achieve the tasks you have given me: to
promote tourism in a healthy and sustainable way, and to help
people who are less fortunate through tourism.” 

Mr. Chan said he has travelled the world making his films and, in
that way, has tried to turn the spotlight on different tourism
destinations. But he promised that from now on, in his new
capacity, he would do a better job. “Now when I slide down a
building, I will make sure it becomes a tourist attraction,” he
joked. Jackie Chan, already an honorary professor at the School of
Hotel and Tourism Management of Hong Kong Polytechnic
University, received a plaque today from UNWTO Secretary-General
Francesco Frangialli at a brief ceremony held in Macau to celebrate
his appointment. “I am extremely happy that UNWTO Tourism
Ambassador Jackie Chan will officially join us to promote Asia and
the Pacific as a prime tourist destination and help communicate
important messages about poverty alleviation,” said Mr. Frangialli.
In addition to being Asia’s most popular martial artist, film director,
actor and stuntman, Jackie Chan is active in numerous charities in
Asia. In Hong Kong, he sponsors the Jackie Chan Charitable
Foundation to help impoverished children and the elderly, and
made substantial contributions to help with the fight the SARS
epidemic in 2002. (Source: UNWTO News Releases 13/06/2006)

http://www.spto.org/spto/export/sites/spto/public/ profit_2006.shtml


THE TRAVEL BUG   ISSUE 17 ~ JULY 2006

World Game Fishing Records
Tumble in Vanuatu

amefishers are finding
there’s no need to head to
the mid-Pacific, the

Bahamas or Bermuda to indulge
their passion – under a half-day’s
travel from the east coast they
can be in Vanuatu and amid
some of the toughest ocean
fighters to be found anywhere.
And anglers are lining up to go in the
record books at the same time: earlier
this year a husband and wife team from
NSW laid claim to no less than seven
world records, including one for landing
a 35kg wahoo on a 16lb test tippet...
believed to be the largest wahoo ever
caught on a fly. Other light tackle and fly
fishing records are being claimed by the
couple and other Australian and
international anglers for massive
dogtooth tuna, wahoo, giant trevally,
sailfish, red bass, yellowfin tuna, marlin,

sailfish and coral trout. Organised live-
aboard 5-night and longer fishing trips
go out of capital Port Vila regularly for
the most popular fishing spots – off
Espiritu Santo and the remote Banks
Islands where volcanic outcrops, reefs
and seamounts provide ideal fishing
opportunities; trips include
accommodation and onboard meals and
there are bar facilities to discuss the ones
that got away at the end of the day.

Anglers can also take a break if they
wish to go ashore and visit local villages,
bushwalk, swim and meet the locals. For
more information, prices and fishing
seasons contact the Vanuatu Tourism
Office in Australia on (02) 9484 5514,
check-out www.vanuatutourism.com or
Vanuatu game fishing operator Ocean
Blue on www.oceanblue.com.vu 

(Source: David Ellis & Associates
19/05/2006)

If you are receiving this free email newsletter,
it’s because you requested free subscription
via our www.resort-vanuatu.com website,
enquired about Worawia Holiday Haven or
stayed with us as guest. To unsubscribe,
send a blank email message with
‘Unsubscribe’ in the subject line to our 
email address.

Feel free to forward this newsletter to your
friends.

Send all your queries to our admin email.

Worawia Holiday Haven
Dr. Fr. Lini (old Kumul) Highway
Mele, Port Vila VANUATU
Tel: +678 25 498
Fax: +678 25 499
www.resort-vanuatu.com

These news items have been compiled from SPTO (South Pacific Tourism Organisation) and VTO
(Vanuatu Tourism Office) news updates, as well as other travel-related sources. Worawia Holiday
Haven is a paid member of SPTO and member with VTO.

G

New Caledonia Scoops Harbour
in Vanuatu Swim

rench New Caledonian
swimmers scooped the
pool with mens and

womens 1st places in the
Vanuatu Ocean Swim in Port Vila.
World 200m freestyle champion Solene
Figues swam a dogged race with
Australian Shelley Clarke, then beat the
Australian with a six-beat kick at the
finish to win the women’s race in
39:26.6, 2.49 seconds ahead of
Clarke, while Benoit Riviere (38:47.26)
took the men’s race from two other
Australians, Shane Olliver (39:46.42)
and Scott Prosser (41:19.57). The 5th
running of the Vanuatu Ocean Swim,
starting and finishing at Iririki Island
Resort, saw some of the best racing in
the history of the event, with 94
starters over 3.2 km swim, and 22 over
1.5 km. In the men’s race, Riviere,
shortly to swim for New Caledonia at
the Oceania Games in Cairns, swam
head to head with Olliver, a leading
swimmer on the Sydney ocean
swimming circuit, before pulling away

in the final metres. The women’s race
was even closer. Clarke, who is about
to swim 5 km and 25 km for Australia
in the World Open Water
Championships in Italy, said Figues got
away from her in the second half of
the race. First ni-Vanuatu swimmer
home for the third year running was
Tanna’s Tom Sam. Tom wins a trip to
Sydney to swim at the Cole Classic in
February and The Big Swim. Of Fijian
swimmers, Lorraine Patterson was 4th
female and 3rd in the Women’s 20-29
in 52:47.9. Luke McGrath was 8th
male in 49:19.57. Swim organiser, Paul
McCoy, thanked event sponsors.
“Without the support of our sponsors,
this event could not go ahead,”
McCoy said. Many of the Vanuatu
swimmers will head now to Espiritu
Santo for the 2nd Espiritu Santo Aore
Swim on Tuesday (June 20). For further
information contact Paul McCoy ph
Vanuatu: 53558 

(Source: South Pacific Sports
Promotions 17/06/2006)
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