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P&O announces growth in 2006 visits (Vanuatu)

Consistent with the
growing demand for
Vanuatu experiences, P&O
have announced 55 visits to

Port Vila in 2006 by its Pacific fleet
which include Princess, Star and Sun.

Vanuatu continues to be rated as 
the most sought after cruising
experiences in surveys being
conducted by the Shipping company
of its passengers. In addition to the
visits to Port Vila, many of the ships
also visit Luganville, the capital of
Espiritu Santo, Mystery Island and
other stops through the northern
islands such as Pentecost. 

This growth is expected to continue
in the coming years with Ship visits
providing a consistent mode of
access to many of the more remote
outer island experiences. (Source:
The Tribal Drum October 2005)

Vanuatu continues to
be rated as the most
sought after cruising
experiences...

ACP – EU Tourism partnership signed
Tourism is one major
sector the African,
Carribian and Pacific

group of nations and the
European Union have agreed on
when cutting down on the
number of sectors destined for
aid from seven to four to save
costs, says Fiji's Kaliopate
Tavola on Thursday. 

Mr Tavola, who is the leader
of the ACP negotiating
team, said the EU had even
signed a tourism
partnership agreement with
the ACP. "On Tourism we
have progressed in this area.
In tourism we have agreed
for a Tourism Partnership
Agreement. "We're basically
looking at the text of that
possible agreement, whether
it's going to be a stand
alone or part of a
Services Agreement is
something we have to

discuss further but we have agreed
with the framework of the Tourism
Partnership Agreement," he said. 

Apart from this, Mr Tavola said an
agreement had also been reached
with the EU in the fisheries and
investment sectors. The ACP-EU

framework for the Fisheries
Partnership Agreement have been
formulated. Mr Tavola said agreement
on a framework of an Investment
Promotion and Protection Agreement
would be more than just the ordinary
investment agreement.
"Developmental issues will be

factored in that's why it has been a
plus.

We have agreed on the
architecture even though there has
been some questions asked by the
EU on this matter." Mr Tavola said
there was concern that they may be

lagging a bit but in comparison with
the pace of negotiations with other
countries, the Pacific is not too bad.
"So the pace is not too bad
compared to those seen in other
regions; but we're going to step up
the pace in 2006 and of course aim
to conclude in 2007." 

He revealed that they are now in
the process of discussing some
major issues in fisheries, tourism
and investment. 

(Source: Fiji Times 29/10/2005)
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enquired about Worawia Holiday Haven or
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email address.

Feel free to forward this newsletter to your
friends.

Send all your queries to our admin email.
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Pacific Blue touches down (Tonga)
As the police band
played to welcome
disembarking passengers,

not even the rain could dampen
the enthusiasm of all present at
Fua’amotu Airport for the arrival
of Pacific Blue to Tonga on
Monday 31st October 2005. 
A charity auction held onboard the
inaugural flight raised approximately
$750 and was donated by Pacific Blue to
Tonga’s Girl Guides Association. The girls
performed a number of dances in return,
as part of the celebrations at the airport.

The airline’s arrival was celebrated by His
Majesty, King Taufa’ahau Tupou IV,
Acting Prime Minister, Acting Minister of
Civil Aviation and Minister of Tourism,
Hon James Cecil Cocker, Pacific Blue
Chief Executive Officer Tony Marks, and
other Pacific Blue representatives and
distinguished members of the Tongan
Tourism Industry. 

In his welcoming speech, Hon James
Cecil Cocker said the arrival of Pacific
Blue was a jubilant occasion. He said
“This has been a dream of the Tourism

and Travel Industry for a very long time.
The Tongan people… have long yearned
for a carrier that will provide affordable
fares to see their loved ones in Tonga,
Sydney and Auckland. On their behalf, I
thank and congratulate Virgin Blue and
Pacific Blue for a very thoughtful and
remarkable reform in the travel industry.”

Tony Marks, Chief Executive Officer of
Pacific Blue, promised that the new low
cost carrier would deliver through its
high service standards and committed
staff, an increase of visitors to Tonga
over the coming year. 

At a later press conference and cocktail
reception held by Pacific Blue at the
International Dateline Hotel, he
commented on a ‘coincidental’ thirty
percent drop in fares by competitor Air
New Zealand. Tony Marks said “we are
totally convinced that Tonga will benefit
enormously from fares going down and
frequency going up because competition
always has magic economic effects.” He
added that he had no doubt Pacific
Blue’s arrival to Tonga would be a great
commercial success for all involved.
(Source: Tonga Visitors Bureau News
01/11/2005) 

The above news items have been compiled from SPTO (South Pacific Tourism Organisation)
and VTO (Vanuatu Tourism Office) news updates, as well as other travel-related sources.
Worawia Holiday Haven is a paid member of SPTO and member with VTO.

For your last minute
travels plans, we have put
together reduced prices,
in addition to our regular
discounts. 
If your stay begins within 7 days of your
booking, you can enjoy our Last Minute
Specials:

Free airport transfers included. Other
specials are also available, for single, family
or group bookings - for more information
and detailed prices, visit our Specials page:

www.resort-vanuatu.com/specials2005.htm

All specials are subject to our bungalows
availability.

Worawia Holiday
Haven – Last
Minute Specials

In the midst of an extremely
busy time for Australia’s
National Carrier, Qantas CEO
Geoff Dixon has conceded that
any possible merger with
Singapore Airlines was
probably now off the agenda.
With the recently announced major cost
cutting exercise underway including
possible outsourcing of maintenance
contracts, the expansion of Jetstar to
international services and $20 billion of
aircraft acquisition on the way, Dixon
asserted that QF probably had enough
on its plate right now. "In the next six
months, those three issues alone are
just monumental for the future of
Qantas, they really are," Mr Dixon said.
"If we start Jetstar International, it
won't be just some little add-on to
anything," Mr Dixon said. "It will be a
full-blooded and fully operational airline;
it will have no constraints on it." 

On the subject of the mooted
Singapore alliance, Dixon stated that
he felt the time for a merger had just
passed, although he still believes that
Qantas should pursue a potential
airline partner. "We believe that
because we are the end of the line
carrier it would be best if we get a tie-
up, whether it's an equity tie-up or a
very close relationship. And I just think
it will happen," he said. 

(Source: Travel Mole News
31/10/2005)

Qantas walks away from 
Singapore deal
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